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(57) There is disclosed a method (1) of and an ar- 
rangement for the storage and handling of objects (2) 
comprising alkali metal containing substances, in par- 
ticular lithium containing batteries, in the presence of a 
protective atmosphere (4), wherein the protective at- 
mosphere (4) is carbon dioxide. The arrangement (46) 
for handling the objects (1 8) comprising alkali metal con- 
taining substances, such as the dismantling of lithium 
containing batteries, comprises a gas-tight chamber 
(23) for bringing the objects under a protective environ- 
ment, and a gas-tight chamber (43a, 43b) for handling 
the objects (18) within the protective atmosphere of car- 
bon dioxide gas. 
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Description 

Field of the Invention 

[0001] The present invention relates generally to the 
handling of alkali metals or alkali metal compounds and 
more specifically, to the handling of lithium containing 
cells or batteries of all existing industrial classes. 

Background of the invention 

[0002] The group of alkali metals comprises chemical 
elements that can be found in the first group of the pe- 
riodic table of elements, and is known for its strong ex- 
othermic chemical reactivity. It is exactly this reactivity 
that makes handling of these alkali metals, such as 
crushing, shredding and other mechanical processing 
steps, a challenging and risky procedure. 
[0003] In practice, the alkali metals, which comprise 
lithium, sodium, potassium, rubidium, caesium andfran- 
cium, are handled within a protective environment cho- 
sen to suppress or control the reaction of the alkali met- 
als with any other substance, such as water, acids and 
non-metals. The reactivity of the alkali metals increases 
from lithium to francium and as pure elements they are 
usually stored in oil for safety. Examples of handling pro- 
cedures as described above, can be found within the 
lithium battery recycling industry. 

[0004] With atomic number 3, lithium is the first ele- 
ment in group 1 of the periodic table. Lithium metal re- 
acts very readily with many compounds, generating 
large quantities of energy and often involving fires and 
explosions. Lithium especially reacts explosively with 
any water or water vapour available, generating hydro- 
gen gas, which itself is highly explosive. 
[0005] Batteries are the main power source for a wide 
variety of electric and electronic equipment. As batteries 
contain a large array of different chemical and metallur- 
gical substances . the collection of waste batteries for 
recycling is ever increasing. For many types of these 
batteries well established recycling technologies are in 
operation. 

[0006] Portable lithium batteries are ever more used 
in consumer, military and professional applications. Col- 
lection and recycling of these batteries pose special 
problems and require dedicated and professional atten- 
tion to prevent accidents in the logistic chain from the 
user until the recycling facility, and during the recycling 
process itself. The types of hazardous and polluting 
chemical substances which are liberated during the re- 
cycling process need special attention too. 
[0007] Given the chemical properties of lithium, the 
main recycling technology for portable lithium batteries 
is very complicated and expensive because of the use 
of cryogenic technologies in an extremely low tempera- 
ture environment of liquid nitrogen. Further, cryogenic 
processes itself may use quite hazardous materials. 
[0008] Cryogenic recycling processes have been de- 



scribed in United States patent application 5,888,463 
and United States patent application 5,345,033, where 
the batteries are cooled down to low temperatures after 
which they are comminuted and the contents are neu- 
5 tralized. 

[0009] Another known technology is the use of a pro- 
tective environment of inert gases like helium, argon, 
krypton, xenon or neon (alternatively even nitrogen is 
used), as is described in European patent application 
10 613,198. In addition, European patent application EP 
1,041 ,659, mentions the use of a non-oxidizing atmos- 
phere. 

[0010] These complicated and expensive technolo- 
gies pay respect to the high reactivity of lithium metal, 

15 and the hazardous nature of many of the substances 
used as electrolytic and cathodic material in these bat- 
teries, by directly suppressing an exothermic reaction 
by means of reducing the internal energy (cryogenic 
processes) or preventing contact between lithium and 

20 its reaction components. 

Summary of the invention 

[0011] It is an object of the present invention to pro- 
25 vide a novel and cost effective alternative to the existing 
methods of storing or handling objects comprising alkali 
metals. 

[0012] It is in particular an object of the present inven- 
tion to provide a novel and cost effective method for dis- 

30 mantling portable lithium cells or batteries of all existing 
industrial classes using well established dismantling 
techniques, such as crushing, shredding or other me- 
chanical processing techniques. 
[0013] It is a further object of the present invention to 

35 provide such a method that after dismantling of the cells 
or batteries, the chemical substances present in the bat- 
teries can easily be separated from the metal scraps and 
can be recovered and/or prepared for non-hazardous 
and non-polluting disposal. 

40 [0014] It is yet another object of the present invention 
to protect the environment against pollution by the 
chemical substances from lithium batteries, liberated 
during the dismantling operation, which comprise nu- 
merous highly toxic materials and compounds, such as 

45 sulfurdioxideandthionylchloride,asweII asstrongcom- 
plexing agents as boriumtetrafluorides and arsentchex- 
afluorides. 

[001 5] In a first aspect according to the present inven- 
tion there is provided a method for the storage and han- 
50 dling of objects comprising alkali metal containing sub- 
stances, in particular lithium containing batteries, in the 
presence of a protective atmosphere, characterized in 
that the protective atmosphere is a carbon dioxide at- 
mosphere. 

55 [0016] It has been observed that the carbon dioxide 
atmosphere enables the dismantling of alkali metal con- 
taining substances, such as lithium batteries for exam- 
ple, without uncontrollable exothermic reactions and 
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such that the cells or batteries can be dismantled in a 
safe and clean manner under a protective atmosphere 
or environment formed by carbon dioxide. 
[0017] From an (electro)chemicai point of view, it is 
quite surprising that apparently the lithium present in the 
batteries reacts more readily with the carbon dioxide by 
building a passive surface layer, than to react vigorously 
with the cathode material present in the batteries. Dur- 
ing the dismantling operation, such as a shredding op- 
eration, the cathode material surfaces and the lithium 
metal surfaces will be rubbed through and against each 
other very intensively, and not withstanding this intense 
rubbing and smearing, the building of a passive layer on 
the lithium metal seems to be the prime reaction. 
[0018] It should be noted here that the use of carbon 
dioxide in the presence of lithium is discouraged in the 
industry. Reference is made to the afore-mentioned 
document US 5,345,033 as well as numerous safety 
regulations. 

[0019] It has further been observed that the method 
according to the invention is very promising from a com- 
mercial point of view, due to the avoidance of complicat- 
ed and expensive technologies, for the reason that the 
method essentially can be applied at room temperature, 
i.e. 293 K. 

[0020] In addition to the carbon dioxide, the protective 
atmosphere may comprise at least one further gaseous 
substance, such as moist air or carbon monoxide. Al- 
though a reaction between lithium and water vapour is 
more exothermic than a reaction with carbon dioxide, 
this reaction can easily be controlled in presence of car- 
bon dioxide. Water vapour eventually neutralises the 
lithium, enabling the further handling of the scrap of the 
dismantled cells or batteries. 

[0021] If required, the at least one further gaseous 
substance may comprise an inert gas, including nitro- 
gen. 

[0022] In practice, the at least one further gaseous 
substance is added to the protective atmosphere during 
the handling of the objects, and may continuously or with 
given intervals be refreshed during the handling or stor- 
age of the objects. 

[0023] In a further processing step, after dismantling 
of ceils or batteries, such as lithium cells or batteries, 
the residual scrap of the cells or batteries may be 
washed or leached, for example using an acidified aque- 
ous liquid. This step may be enhanced by thermal treat- 
ment of the scrap, such as pyrolysis, in order to improve 
the removal of substances like, for example, plastics. 
Further, mechanical means, such as sieving, tumbling, 
size grading or any other known sorting technique, to 
separate metal fractions from the scrap may also be 
used. 

[0024] Any residual products of the washing or leach- 
ing, such as residual leaching or washing liquid, may be 
processed in order to recycle valuable chemical sub- 
stances present in the residue. 

[0025] In a second aspect, the invention provides an 



arrangement for handling objects comprising alkali met- 
al containing substances, in particular lithium containing 
batteries, the arrangement comprising a first gas-tight 
chamber, having an inlet for adding gasses to the first 
5 gas-tight chamber and an outlet for removing gasses 
from the first gas-tight chamber, a. second gas-tight 
chamber having an inlet for adding gasses to the second 
gas-tight chamber and an outlet for removing gasses 
from the second gas-tight chamber, the second gas- 

10 tight chamber comprising means for mechanically 
processing the objects, the first gas-tight chamber hav- 
ing a gas-tight door for receiving the objects, the second 
gas-tight chamber having a gas-tight door for removing 
processed objects, and the first gas-tight chamber and 

is the second gas-tight chamber connect by a gas-tight 
door for exchanging objects to be processed, wherein 
the first and the second gas-tight chamber and the in- 
and outlets are arranged for providing a carbon dioxide 
atmosphere in the chambers. 

20 [0026] For applying the several embodiments of the 
method according to the present invention, the outlets 
of the gas-tight chambers are arranged for adding at 
least one further gaseous substance in addition to the 
carbon dioxide atmosphere, and for refreshing the at- 

25 mosphere during the processing of the objects. 

[0027] In a yet further embodiment of the arrange- 
ment according to the present invention, in addition to 
the gas-tight chambers, a reactor room for collecting 
and washing of the processed objects with an acidified 

30 aqueous liquid is provided, the reactor connecting to the 
gas-tight door for removing the processed objects from 
the second gas-tight chamber. 

[0028] In a third aspect, the present invention pro- 
vides an arrangement for the storage of objects com- 

35 prising alkali metal containing substances, in particular 
lithium containing batteries, comprising a gas-tight 
chamber in which the objects can be stored, which gas- 
tight chamber is separated from its surrounding environ- 
ment by an air lock, and comprising an inlet and an outlet 

40 for adding and removing gasses from the gas-tight 
chamber, wherein the gas-tight chamber and the in- and 
outlets are arranged for maintaining a carbon dioxide 
atmosphere in the chamber. 

[0029] In a fourth aspect, the present invention pro- 
45 vides an arrangement for the storage of objects com- 
prising alkali metal containing substances, in particular 
lithium containing batteries, comprising a chamber in 
which the objects can be stored, wherein the chamber 
comprises means for filling the chamber with a sub- 
50 stance in case of an emergency, such as a fire, wherein 
the means for filling the chamber are arranged for pro- 
viding a carbon dioxide atmosphere in the chamber. 
[0030] The present invention will now be further elu- 
cidated by a description and drawings referring to a pre- 
55 ferred embodiment thereof, directed to the dismantling 
of lithium containing cells or batteries. The invention is 
not limited to the embodiment and experiments dis- 
closed, which are provided for explanatory purposes. 
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Brief Description of the Drawings 
[0031] 

Figure 1 shows a flow chart type diagram illustrating 
the method according to the present invention. 
Figure 2 shows, in a schematic and illustrative man- 
ner, an arrangement for dismantling cells or batter- 
ies in accordance with the present invention. 
Figure 3 shows a cross section of a storage con- 
tainer for the storage of alkali metal containing sub- 
stances, such as lithium containing batteries. 
Figure 4 shows a storage facility or bunker, 
equipped with means for filling the facility with car- 
bon dioxide in case of an emergency. 

Detailed Description of the Invention 

[0032] Figure 1 illustrates in a flow chart type manner 
a method according to an embodiment of the invention, 
generally designated by reference numeral 1. 
[0033] In a first step : lithium battery waste 2 is re- 
ceived in a protective environment or atmosphere 4 
formed by carbon dioxide gas (C0 2 ) 3. 
[0034] In a second step, the waste material 2 is dis- 
mantled under the gaseous carbon dioxide protective 
atmosphere 4 using a mechanical processing technique 
such as shredding 5, while the carbon dioxide gas 6 is 
constantly refreshed. 

[0035] The carbon dioxide atmosphere 4 enables 
shredding of the battery waste 2 without strong exother- 
mic reactions. The lithium metal seems to react more 
readily with the carbon dioxide, building a passive sur- 
face layer, than to react vigorously with the cathode ma- 
terial present in the cells or batteries. This although lith- 
ium metal surfaces and cathode material in the battery 
scrap are rubbed through and against each other inten- 
sively in the shredder 5. 

[0036] Instead of shredding the battery waste 2, a 
large number of alternative techniques can be used to 
dismantle the batteries, such as cutting, pressuring, de- 
forming, separating, breaking or a large number of me- 
chanical deformation techniques, either alone or in com- 
bination. 

[0037] After dismantling the battery waste 2, in the 
preferred embodiment shown, moist air 7 is added to 
the carbon dioxide atmosphere 4, in order to neutralize 
8 the scrap material resulting from the shredding oper- 
ation 5. Then, when all metal scrap is neutralized, the 
protective atmosphere is released 9 by removing any 
residual gases 17. 

[0038] After this, the neutralized metal scrap is 
leached and washed 1 1 with an acidified aqueous liquid 
10. As a result of the leaching process 11 , metal frac- 
tions 1 2 can be separated safely from the leaching liquor 
13 that contains soluble chemical substances. 
[0039] In washing and leaching experiments with neu- 
tralized battery scrap, it has been observed that almost 



all of the metal fractions can be recovered using this 
process. This may be enhanced by thermal treatment 
of the scrap, such as pyrolysis, as this improves the re- 
moval of substances like, for example, plastics. Further, 
5 mechanical means (not shown in the figures), such as 
sieving, tumbling, size grading or any other known sort- 
ing technique , to separate metal fractions from the scrap 
may also be used. 

[0040] After the metal fractions 12 are removed the 
10 leaching liquor can be processed in step 14 as to recov- 
er a number of the chemical substances 1 5 and to safely 
and cleanly dispose of the residual waste 16. 
[0041] In figure 2 an arrangement 46 is shown, for per- 
forming the above-disclosed dismantling of cells or bat- 
15 teries, in accordance with the present invention. 

[0042] The arrangement comprises a first gas-tight 
chamber 23 and a second gas-tight chamber 43a,b, 
which connect by an intermediate gas-tight door 21 . The 
first gas-tight chamber 23 connects by a gas-tight door 
20 20 to a funnel shaped supply port 19, for receiving bat- 
tery waste 1 8. The second gas-tight chamber 43a, b con- 
nects by a gas-tight coupling or a door 38 to a reactor 
room 39. 

[0043] The first chamber 23 comprises a gas inlet port 
25 24 and a gas outlet port 30. The second chamber 43a, 
b comprises means for dismantling the battery waste, 
such as a shredder 33, which divides the chamber in an 
upper part 43a and a lower part 43b. The upper part 43a 
of the second chamber, situated between the shredder 
30 33 and the intermediate gas-tight door 21 , comprises an 
inlet port 31 for fire fighting safety purposes and con- 
nects also to the gas outlet port 30. The lower part 43b 
of the second chamber, situated between the shredder 
33 and the reactor room 39 comprises a gas inlet port 
35 36 and an inlet port 37 for fire fighting safety purposes. 
Both parts 43a and 43b of the second chamber connect 
by gas overflow pipe 32. 

[0044] The gas outlet port 30 connects to the first and 
second chambers 23, 43a,b by one-way valves 26 and 

40 29, respectively. The atmosphere inside the first cham- 
ber 23 can be monitored by barometer means 27 and 
an oxygen measuring device 25. The gas pressure in- 
side chamber 23 can be controlled by the one-way valve 
26. The atmosphere inside the second chamber 43a : b 

45 can be monitored by barometer means 34, temperature 
measurement means 44, a flame detector 35, oxygen 
measuring means 28 and a hydrogen measuring device 
45. Although not explicitly shown, those skilled in the art 
will appreciate that the gas supply via the inlet ports 24 

so and 36 can be likewise controlled by one-way valves. In 
practice the monitoring and control means 25, 26, 27, 
28, 29, 34, 44 and 45 as well as the operation of the 
doors 20, 21 are processor controlled (not shown). 
[0045] In accordance with the present invention, the 

55 first and second chambers 23, 43a, b, the inlet and outlet 
ports 24, 31 , 36 and 30, the overflow pipe 32, the doors 
20, 21 and38 : the shredder 33 as well as the monitoring, 
control and valve means 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 34, 44 and 



BNSDOCID: <EPj 1333522A1_I_> 



7 



EP 1 333 522 A1 



8 



45 are arranged for providing a carbon dioxide atmos- 
phere or environment in the arrangement 46. 
[0046] In operation, battery waste 1 8 is supplied to the 
first chamber 23 via the supply funnel 19 and the gas- 
tight door 20. After closing off the door 20, the waste 1 8 5 
in the first chamber 23 is brought under a protective at- 
mosphere by adding carbon dioxide via the inlet port 24, 
while the intermediate gas-tight port 21 is closed. The 
atmosphere inside the first chamber 23 is monitored via 
the barometer means 27 and the oxygen measuring de- 10 
vice 25. The pressure inside the first chamber 23 is con- 
trolled by the one-way valve 26 to the outlet 30. 
[0047] After the battery waste 18 has been brought 
under the protective atmosphere, the intermediate gas- 
tight port 21 is opened and the waste 18 will pass, 15 
through upper part 43b, to the shredder 33 in the second 
chamber, under the force of gravity. 
[0048] It will be appreciated that the shredder 33 may 
be replaced by any device for dismantling cells or bat- 
teries, such as a cutting device, a pressuring device, a 20 
deformation device, a separation device, a breaking de- 
vice or any other device for mechanically processing the 
waste. 

[0049] The atmosphere within the second chamber 
43a,b and the shredder 33 is controlled by providing car- 2s 
bon dioxide gas through the inlet port 36, gas overflow 
pipe 32 and one-way valve 29 to outlet 30. The atmos- 
phere can be monitored by the barometer means 34, 
the temperature measuring means 44, the flame detec- 
tor 35, the oxygen measuring device 28 and the hydro- 30 
gen measuring device 45. For safety reasons, possible 
fire within shredder 33 can be controlled by the fire fight- 
ing devices 31 and 37. 

[0050]. After the shredder operation 33, the residual 
battery scrap 41 from the shredder 33 will fall into the 35 
lower part 43b of second chamber 43. Here, according 
to the preferred embodiment of the present invention as 
shown, neutralizing of the battery scrap 41 will take 
place. During this phase of the process, besides sup- 
plying C0 2 gas via the inlet port 36, other gaseous sub- 40 
stances such as moist air and inert gasses can be intro- 
duced into second chamber 43 via the inlet port 36. 
[0051] After shredding and neutralizing the battery 
scrap 41 , under the condition that oxygen and hydrogen 
levels are safe, the scrap 41 is removed by opening of 45 
the door or coupling 38 to the reactor room 39. The re- 
actor room 39, which receives the (mostly neutralized) 
battery scrap 41 , may comprise a bed of dry ice 40 and 
is air conditioned by an air conditioning system 42. 
[0052] Outside the protective atmosphere, the above- so 
mentioned battery scrap 41 can be leached and washed 
in an acidified aqueous liquid, for example, to recover 
the metal fractions. This may be enhanced by thermal 
treatment of the scrap (not shown), such as pyrolysis, 
as this improves the removal of substances like, for ex- 55 
ample, plastics. Further, mechanical means (not shown 
in the figures) : such as sieving, tumbling, size grading 
or any other known sorting technique, to separate metal 



fractions from the scrap may also be used. After this, 
the residue of the washing process can be processed 
even further to recover as much as possible chemical 
substances, thereby avoiding as much as possible pol- 
lution of the environment. 

[0053] The invention will be further clarified by refer- 
ence to a number of experiments for dismantling lithium 
cells or batteries, carried out with the arrangement 46, 
disclosed above. 

[0054] Portable lithium batteries can be classified into 
three main classes. These classes are based upon the 
electrochemistry, the application fields, and the hazards 
involved in the processing of the lithium batteries, and 
between which there is a clear relationship. 
[0055] The three main classes or types of portable 
lithium batteries are: 

consumer type, 
professional type, and 
lithium ion type batteries. 

The class of professional type batteries may further be 
subdivided into two sub-classes: 

lithium-thionyl chloride (professional type A), and 
lithium-sulfur dioxide (professional type B). 

[0056] The electrolyte of the first of the two profes- 
sional type batteries, i.e the lithium-thionyl chloride type, 
has a boiling point well above room temperature. The 
electrolyte of the second type, i.e. the lithium-sulfur di- 
oxide type, is gaseous at room temperature. 
[0057] Note that these two sub-types are character- 
ized by the main type of electrolyte (thionyl chloride and 
sulfur dioxide). Especially the thionyl chloride group 
consists of a large number of further electrolytes, which 
behave physically in more or less the same way. Further 
the thionyl chloride types are the main representative, 
whilst the others only being of minor importance from a 
users point of view. 

[0058] Further, it is noted that especially the profes- 
sional type batteries are mainly used as multi-cell bat- 
teries, packed together, using several types of plastic 
containers and tapes. The present invention also ap- 
plies to the dismantling of these packs. 
[0059] During the development phase of the present 
invention, a number of experiments have been carried 
out to study the processing of lithium batteries in a pro- 
tective environment comprising carbon dioxide. 
[0060] The first set of experiments has been executed 
to investigate the behaviour of the main classes of lith- 
ium batteries. During these experiments, different 
amounts of the various types of batteries have been 
processed. In one of these experiments, 5 kg of the most 
hazardous type of lithium batteries to dismantle, i.e. the 
professional type B (containing sulfur dioxide), has been 
washed with 0,5 m 3 /hour carbon dioxide gas whilst 
processing in the shredder 33. During the shredder op- 
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eration the temperature of the mass did not exceed 297 
K. 

[0061] After 15 minutes the operation was stopped 
and the reactor room 39 was opened. Upon opening of 
the reactor, the temperature of the mass rapidly in- 
creased but did not exceed 353 K, which is an accept- 
able temperature. The mass was discharged after 2 
hours, at a temperature of 298 K. 
[0062] During this first set of experiments it was ob- 
served that 5kg of each type of battery could safely be 
dismantled using a carbon dioxide wash of 0,5 m 3 /hour 
for various durations (all less than one hour). 
[0063] In a further experiment 20kg of a mixture of all 
types of portable lithium type batteries including added 
impurities (simulating a more realistic process) has 
been dismantled while it was washed with carbon diox- 
ide gas. The amount of carbon dioxide varied between 
0,5 m 3 /hour and 1 m 3 /hour during the experiment. The 
duration of the washing and shredder operation amount 
in total 215 minutes and the temperature did not exceed 
403 K. After opening of the reactor and discharging the 
mass, the temperature did not exceed 313 K. 
[0064] In another experiment, using as well as 20kg 
of a mixture of all types of portable lithium type batteries, 
including added impurities, different amounts of carbon 
dioxide gas, varying between 1 m 3 /hour and 4 m 3 /hour, 
were used during the dismantling operation. In addition 
to the carbon dioxide, with intervals, up to 1 m 3 /hour 
moist air was added. The dismantling operation was 
stopped after 330 minutes. During the experiment, the 
temperature did not exceed 351 K. Directly after open- 
ing of the reactor, the temperature increased rapidly, but 
did not exceed 423 K. The experiment showed that the 
temperature during the dismantling operation can be ex- 
cellently controlled by using a carbon dioxide gas wash, 
in combination with moist air. 

[0065] Samples from the mass that was taken from 
this last experiment have been leached and washed 
with acidified aqueous liquid and analysed in order to 
determine how well the metal fractions can be separated 
from the scrap. It was concluded from these last exper- 
iments that approximately 80% of the metal fractions 
can be retrieved from the scrap if the washing is per- 
formed with dedicated mechanical agitation. The wash- 
ing liquid can be further processed, for recovering fur- 
ther chemical substances, if required. 
[0066] Specifically, given the behaviour of lithium in 
carbon dioxide as observed in the above experiments, 
one skilled in the art will appreciate the use of carbon 
dioxide in storage facilities for objects that contain lithi- 
um or other alkali metals. 

[0067] Accordingly, the invention relates to an ar- 
rangement such as a storage container or the like, com- 
prising a gas-tight chamber in which the objects can be 
stored, which gas-tight chamber is separated from its 
surrounding environment by an air lock. The chamber 
having an inlet and an outlet arranged for maintaining a 
carbon dioxide atmosphere in the chamber. 



[0068] In a yet further embodiment, the invention pro- 
vides an arrangement for safely storing objects compris- 
ing alkali metal containing substances, in particular lith- 
ium containing batteries, in a chamber comprising 

5 means for filling the chamber with a substance in case 
of an emergency, such as a fire, wherein the means for 
filling the chamber are arranged for providing a carbon 
dioxide atmosphere in the chamber. 
[0069] Figure 3 shows another preferred embodiment 

10 of the invention. In this figure an arrangement 47 of a 
gas-tight container 49 for the storage of alkali metal con- 
taining objects, such as lithium batteries 48, is equipped 
with means 51 , 53, 54, 57 and 58 for filling the container 
with carbon dioxide and a suction arrangement 52, 55 

is and 56 for removing gases from the atmosphere in con- 
tainer 49. 

[0070] The gas-tight container 49 comprises shelves 
50 onto which batteries 48 may be stacked. It further 
comprises an inlet 51 connected to a carbon dioxide bot- 

20 tie 53 by a hose 54, which inlet 51 connects to a tube 
58 inside the container 49, which tube 58 ends in a noz- 
zle 57 for spreading carbon dioxide throughout the con- 
tainer 49. At the bottom of the container 49, an outlet 52 
is connected to a suction unit 55 which comprises an 

25 outlet 56. It will be appreciated that the container will 
also comprise a door or lid (not shown) for placing the 
batteries in the container. 

[0071] Figure 4 shows a cross section of a storage 
facility 59. The storage facility comprises a storage 

30 chamber 60, in which containers 61 filled with alkali met- 
al containing substances or objects may be stored, an 
inlet 62 through which carbon dioxide may be added in 
case of an emergency, and an outlet 63 connected to a 
suction unit 69 with outlet 70. Inlet 62 enters the room 

35 via coupling 65 and is connected to a nozzle 64 for 
quickly filling the storage chamber 60 with carbon diox- 
ide. On the other end, inlet 62 is connected to a number 
of carbon dioxide bottles 68 by an automatic valve 66 
and tubes 67. The facility 59 further comprises a detec- 

40 tion unit 71 for detecting smoke, fire or heat develop- 
ment inside chamber 60. The detection unit 71 is con- 
nected 73 to an electronic device 72 which, in the case 
of an emergency inside the chamber 60 : triggers both 
valve 66 to open and suction unit 69 to start operating. 

^5 The chamber 60 will as such be brought under a protec- 
tive environment in which the stored substances and ob- 
jects 61 may quietly react until they are neutralized. 
[0072] Use of the invention is not limited to the han- 
dling of lithium batteries. As has been mentioned above, 

50 the novel and inventive method and arrangement can 
be applied to the treatment of any alkali metal containing 
substance or object that containing such substances. 
[0073] For the purpose of comprehensiveness it is 
noted here that numerous modifications and variations 

55 of the present invention are possible in the light of the 
above teachings, without applying any inventive skills. 
It is therefore understood that within the scope of the 
appended claims, the invention may be practised other- 
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wise than as specifically described herein. 



Claims 

1. A method for the storage and handling of objects 
comprising alkali metal containing substances, in 
particular lithium containing batteries, in the pres- 
ence of a protective atmosphere, characterized in 
that said protective atmosphere is a carbon dioxide 
atmosphere. 

2. A method according to claim 1, wherein said pro- 
tective atmosphere is substantially gaseous. 

3. A method according to any of the previous claims, 
wherein, in addition to said carbon dioxide, said pro- 
tective atmosphere comprises at least one further 
gaseous substance, such as, but not limited to an 
inert gas, moist air, nitrogen, and carbon monoxide. 

4. A method according to any of the claims 3, wherein 
said at least one gaseous substance is added to 
said protective atmosphere during said handling of 
said objects. 

5. A method according to any of the previous claims, 
wherein said protective atmosphere is refreshed 
during said handling or storage of said objects. 

6. A method according to any of the previous claims, 
wherein said alkali metal containing substance 
comprises lithium. 

7. A method according to any of the previous claims, 
wherein said handling comprises the dismantling of 
cells or batteries. 

8. A method according to claim 7, wherein said dis- 
mantling comprises at least one of shredding, cut- 
ting, pressuring, deforming, separating, breaking or 
a similar mechanical deformation technique provid- 
ing residual scrap, 

9. A method according to any of the claims 7 or 8, 
wherein after said dismantling of said cells or bat- 
teries, the residual scrap of said cells or batteries is 
neutralized. 

10. A method according to claim 9, wherein said neu- 
tralization of said scrap is carried out by adding 
moist air to said protective atmosphere. 

11. A method according to any of the claims 9 or 10, 
wherein after said neutralization of said scrap of 
said cells or batteries, said scrap is washed or 
leached. 



1 2. A method according to claim 1 1 , wherein said wash- 
ing is carried out with an acidified aqueous liquid. 

13. A method according to any of the claims 11 or 12, 
5 wherein residual products of said washing or leach- 
ing, such as residual leaching or washing liquid, is 
processed in order to recycle valuable chemical 
substances present in said residue. 

10 14. An arrangement for handling objects comprising al- 
kali metal containing substances, in particular lithi- 
um containing batteries, comprising a first gas-tight 
chamber, having an inlet for adding gasses to said 
first gas-tight chamber and an outlet for removing 

15 gasses from said first gas-tight chamber, a second 
gas-tight chamber having an inlet for adding gasses 
to said second gas-tight chamber and an outlet for 
removing gasses from said second gas-tight cham- 
ber, said second gas-tight chamber comprising 

20 means for mechanically processing said objects, 
said first gas-tight chamber having a gas-tight door 
for receiving said objects, said second gas-tight 
chamber having a gas-tight door for removing proc- 
essed objects, and said first gas-tight chamber and 

25 said second gas-tight chamber connect by a gas- 
tight door for exchanging objects to be processed, 
wherein said first and said second gas-tight cham- 
ber and said in- and outlets are arranged for provid- 
ing a carbon dioxide atmosphere in said chambers. 

30 

15. An arrangement according to claim 14, wherein 
said in- and outlets of said gas-tight chambers are 
arranged for adding at least one further gaseous 
substance in addition to said carbon dioxide atmos- 

35 phere. 

16. An arrangement according to any of the claims 14 
or 1 5, arranged for refreshing said atmosphere dur- 
ing said processing of said objects. 

40 

17. An arrangement according to any of the claims 14, 
15 or 16, wherein said processing belongs to a 
group comprising shredding, cutting, pressuring, 
deforming, separating, breaking or a similar me- 

45 chanical deforming technique. 

18. An arrangement according to any of the claims 
14-17, comprising, in addition to said gas-tight 
chambers, a reactor room for collecting and wash- 

50 jpg of said processed objects with an acidified aque- 
ous liquid, said reactor connecting to said gas-tight 
door for removing said processed objects from said 
second gas-tight chamber. 

55 1 9. An arrangement for the storage of objects compris- 
ing alkali metal containing substances, in particular 
lithium containing batteries, comprising a gas-tight 
chamber in which said objects can be stored, which 
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gas-tight chamber is separated from its surrounding 
environment by an air lock, and comprising an inlet 
and an outlet for adding and removing gasses from 
said gas-tight chamber, wherein said gas-tight 
chamber and said in- and outlets are arranged for s 
maintaining a carbon dioxide atmosphere in said 
chamber. 

20. An arrangement for the storage of objects compris- 
ing alkali metal containing substances, in particular 10 
lithium containing batteries, comprising a chamber 
in which said objects can be stored, wherein said 
chamber comprises means for filling said chamber 
with a substance in case of an emergency, such as 
a fire, wherein said means for filling said chamber is 
are arranged for providing a carbon dioxide atmos- 
phere in said chamber. 



20 
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